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i SCHEME OF
_sﬁRDAR PATEL NATIONAL UNITY AWARD

FOR NOTABLE AND INSPIRING CONTRIBUT}ION
- TO THE UNITY AND INTEGRITY OF INDIA

‘1. PREAMBLE

5"1.41, India achieved her freedom from foreign yoke. after a
~historic freedom struggle where countless individuals, named

d unnamed, made the supreme sacrifice. The dream of
ndependent India was, realized and the foundation of the

" modern nation was laid on the sacrifices by the multitude,

‘the vision of the leaders of our freedom struggle and the

- founding fathers of the constitution.

1.2 Over the past seven decades, the democratic polity of
;’In}dia has grown from strength to strength and today, as the
largest democracy in the world, stands testimony to the
. soundness of its age old democratic values, pluralistic
. traditions and -unflinching commitment to its unity and

T
saverelgnty as a nation, all of which are sustained and

nurtured by 1ts cmzens

R et Many cxtlzens worked tirelessly and selflessly to promote
_ the cause of national unity and integrity and to strengthen
" the fabric of the country as one nation. The exemplary and
' outstanding contributions of such individuals, who work for
~ ‘promoting the unity and integrity of the country, need to be

~recognized so that they can serve as an inspiration to others,
~ while reinforcing the idea of India as a strong and united

" nation.

. Sardar Patel National Unity Award ——
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2. OBJECTIVE

The objective of the Sardar Patel National Unity Award
is to recognize the notable and inspiring contributions made
by the citizens/ institutions/ organizations of India to .

promote the cause of national unity and integrity and to
reinforce the value of a strong and united India.

3. SARDAR PATEL NATIONAL UNITY AWARD

3.1 The Sardar Patel National Unity Award (hereinafter, the
‘Award’) shall be regarded as the highest civilian award in the
field of contribution to the unity and integrity of India.

-3.2 The Award shall be announced on the occasion of the
National Unity Day, which is the birth anniversary of Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel i.e. 31st October, each year.

3.3 The Award shall consist of a medal and a citation. No |

- monetary grant/cash award shall be attached to this Award.

3.4 The Award shall be conferred by the President by a
Sanad under his hand and seal and presented by him in a
presentation ceremony along with the Padma Awards
- -presentation ceremony which may be held in Rashtrapati

Bha’wan A commemorative brochure, cantaining the’
photograph and quotations of Sardar Patel on unity of India, _

citation and photograph of Award winner, will ‘also be
released on the day of the presentatlon ceremony.

3.5 The names of the Awardees shall be published 1mthe o

Gazette of India on the day of the presentation ceremony and
a register of all such recipients shall be maintained.

3.6 The design and specification of the decoration would be
as given in the Annexure-‘A’.

3.7 The pattern and conditions for wearing the decoration
may be as detailed in the Annexure-‘B’.

R
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3.8 No ff’more than three Awards %hall be given in a year

e ﬂf_’(subject to a suitable candidate béing selected by the Award
Qommlttee for that year. "

. 3.9. The Award is not a title and cannot be used as suffix or

prefix in any manner whatsoever. In the case of any misuse,

' the defaulter will forfeit the Award.

- 3.10The Award shall not be conferred posthumously except

in very rare and highly deserving cases.

4.  ELIGIBILITY

-\{4.1 Any citizen of India without distinction of religion, race,
caste, gender, place of birth, age or occupation and any

institution/ organization shall be eligible for the Award.

42 Only individuals/ institutions/ organizations would be
. eligible to apply for this Award.

5. CRITERIA FOR AWARD

i ’I;he candidate for the. Award sﬁould have made

B ‘,"

outstandmg efforts and notable contribution to promote and

: | «further the cause of national unity and integrity in a manner
. that may serve as an inspiration to others, and reinforce the
- value of a strong and united India.

6. PROCEDURE FOR APPLYING
6.1 Nominations will be invited publically every year.

6.2 ‘The application shall be filed online on the website
’-specxﬁcally designed by Ministry of Home Affairs.

. k.Sardar Patel Natlonal Umty Award , 11
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shall be filed between 1st June to 31st July each year.

6.4 Any Indian national or institution or organizatign based

in India can nominate an individual or institution or

organization for consideration for this Award. Individuals can
also nominate themselves. The recommendations for the
award may also bé invited from the State Governments/ UT
Administrations and Ministries/ Departments of the
Government of India who shall send their recommendations
online,

7. SCREENING COMMITTEE

7.1 A Screening Commlttee will be constituted in the
Ministry of Home  Affairs under the chairmanship of

Special Secretary/ Additional Secretary, with two Joint -

Secretdries as Members.

7.2 The Screening Committee shall process the applications
for eligibility and completeness and prepare a brief of profile
on each nomination. It may also verify the authenticity of
work claimed to have been done by the candidates. The
Committee shall also identify or search for other deserving

. candidates for the award.

,,,,,

7. 3 The Screening Committee shall place the applications,
processed above, before the Award Committee.

7.4 Candidates selected for the Award would be subjected to
verification by the investigating agencies of -the Government

with a view to enSurmg that their character/ antecede*;ts are

above board

8. AWARD COMMITTEE

8.1 The Award Committee may be constituted by the Prime
Minister.

12 ~ Sardar Patel National Unity Award
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3'09286’%”3’0*7 1P Award Committee  will include the Cabinet
. Secretary, Principal or Additional Principal Secretary to the
. “Prime. Minister, Home Secretdiy, 'and Secretary to the
President as Members besides three to four eminent persons

o selecied by the Prime Minister.

‘ 83 ’Fn ensure that the Award is reoardpd as hTP'*tlglOU.S, the

~Award Committee will apply the h1ghest standards while
. recommending a candidate for the Award.

8.4 The names of the candidates recommended by the
- Award Committee will be submitted to the Home Minister,
the Prime Minister and the President for approval.

85 No Award shall be conferred except on the
s recommendatlon of the Award Commlttee

8. 6 ’I‘he cred1b111ty of the Award would not be merely based

- on the language of the guidelines but by the action of the

- Award Committee in the selection of the persons.

*kkkx
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